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Herein are the general Rules and Regulations of Horse of the ear Show ( th – th ctober ). 
For specific rules appertaining to each class, please refer to that class heading in this boo . All 
exhibitors riders owners producers judges participating at Horse of the ear Show or its 
qualifiers shall be considered as having read and understood the following rules and regulations.   

 
All Horse of the ear Show qualifiers are to be run under these rules, whether or not a Horse of 
the ear Show qualifying class is also a qualifier for a different society show championship. 
 
All exhibitors riders owners producers judges at Horse of the ear Show and qualifying rounds 
are bound by the Rules as detailed in this Rule Boo . Horse of the ear Show reserves the right to 
amend these rules when required and all alterations will be uploaded via the website, 
B  
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a) All ridden animals must be four years old and over. The age of an animal shall be calculated 
from the st January in the year of its birth.  
 

b) An animal must be shown in the name under which it was originally registered with the Arab 
Horse Society, British Miniature Horse Society, British Show Horse Association (BSHA), British 
Show Pony Society, Coloured Horse and Pony Society, ational Pony Society, ative Breed 
Stud Boo s, Sport Horse Breeding H



 
 

 

 

a) In the Final at H S, riders in Lead Rein and First Ridden classes will not be as ed to dismount  
the ponies will not be stripped  however, they will still be assessed for conformation. At 
qualifying shows, First Ridden ponies will be stripped unless on health and safety grounds it is 
unsafe to do so. This will be agreed at the discretion of the organiser and judge(s). 

 
b) o animal or rider may leave the ring without permission of the judge and ring steward. If an 

animal leaves the ring it may not re enter.  
 

c) o rider may ride more than one animal in a class except for the jumping phase of the Wor ing 
Hunter Horse class (please see specific class guidelines). 

 
d) All exhibits are to enter the arena on the same rein. 

 
e) nce a class has commenced, 



 
 

 

a) 
i) Exhibitors must comply by the membership registration requirements as set out in the 

class specific rules before the date of the show at which they attend the qualifier.  
ii) Exhibitors are responsible for ensuring that their membership ma es them eligible to 

compete in H S qualifiers (e.g PS Scotland Membership does not cover members to 
compete in H S qualifiers as detailed in the membership regulations.). 

 
b) 

i) n Health and Safety grounds, all competitors must be in good general health and 
physically fit in order to ta e part. It is advised that any Competitors found to be under 
the influence of excess alcohol or drugs will be immediately disqualified. randstand 
Media Ltd reserves the righ



 
 

vii) The decision of Horse of the ear Show (including their employees, representatives and 
show officials), the eterinary Surgeons and any Judges upon any of the matters required 
by the foregoing Rules to be decided or directed by any such persons or bodies including 
any question of height or soundness or want of merit or exclusion from final judging or 
granting of any permission or otherwise shall be final and binding in all respects and no 
objection shall be made on account thereof nor shall any appeal lie there from on any 
ground whatever.

viii) Any act of discourtesy or disobedience to any Judge, Steward, or to any Show fficial on 
the part of the competitor groom, rider, driver or agent of an animal s, will, at the 
discretion of such fficial disqualify that animal s from being judged, in which case entry 
fees, pri es and charges will be forfeited.  Competitors are reminded of their responsibility 



 
 

e)   
i) All riders when competing must be suitably attired for the Class or Championship as per 

the guidelines set out in the specific class and or society rulings.  Please note gaiters may 
be worn however chaps are not permitted in any Class or Championship. 

ii) Body protectors are recommended whilst competing in all Wor ing Hunter, M&M 
Wor ing Hunter Pony and Wor ing Hunter Pony classes, including in the practice ring. 

iii) It is prohibited for Competitors and rooms to have advertising or team branding on any 
item of clothing or hat when competing in the ring, manufacturers names labels common 
to the product are excluded. 

 
f)  

i) o earrings, piercings, or visible jewellery should be worn. 
 

g)    
i) nder no circumstances may tac  be changed during the judging of a class.  
ii) a)



 
 

h)    
i) If shod, only normal shaped shoes that do not cover the frog are permissible. ormal 

shaped open heeled plastic stic on shoes are permissible. o bar shoes, pads or gel pads 
are allowed. 
 

 

a) All entries for Horse of the ear Show and Horse of the ear Show qualifying rounds must be 
submitted through the randstand nline Entries System 
(http www.grandstandentries.com) or on the standardised Horse of the ear Show paper 
entry form as applicable.  Incomplete entry forms will be returned.

b) Substitution or nomination entries are T permitted.

c) The person who pays for the entry is then deemed as the owner of that entry. 
 

d) o entry will be accepted without the full fee.  In the event of returned cheques or 
 otherwise, an administration fee will be charged and the entry refused 

 



 
 

 

c) 

d)  competing in ridden height restricted classes, that are resident in Ireland, may 
submit a copy of their current valid IPS height certificate at the time of registration to one of 
the relevant societies. All  resident in Ireland will be required to be in possession of a 
current valid JMB height certificate as per the ruling above. 

 
e) Any objection to a Height Certificate must be received by the JMB no later than two clear 
 wor ing days after the last Horse of the ear Show qualifier.  Any re measurements must be 
 completed at least seven wor ing days before the commencement of Horse of the ear 
 Show.

f) If an objection to a Height Certificate is submitted to the JMB, the horse must be presented 
 for measurement within  wor ing days.  Any animal that is re called for re measurement 
 by the JMB and does not attend the re measurement as requested shall, at the discretion of 
Horse of the ear Show, be unable to compete at the final. 

 
g)  If case (f) occurs it will be at the discretion of Horse of the ear Show whether qualification 

will be passed to the next eligible exhibit with the eligible placings. 
 
h) An animal which has qualified for Horse of the ear Show which subsequently measures out 

 of the class for which it has qualified, will then be ineligible to compete at any Horse of the 
 ear Show qualifiers for the remainder of that season and previous qualification for that 
 year will be rescinded. 

 
i) If case (h) occurs the qualification will be passed to the next eligible exhibit with the eligible 

 placings. 
 
j) The animal’s height must fall within the height restrictions of the class on the day of 
 competition. 

 

a) Judges who judge H S qualifiers or at H S must abide by and comply with the H S 
Rules.  Failure to do so may result in disciplinary action being ta en against the judge. 
 

b) In all cases the judge’s decision is final.

c) Ridden animals must T be escorted beyond the entrance to the ring. 
 



 
 

d) o person, including exhibitors, handlers or grooms, should enter the ring at any time without 
the judge’s permission. When permission is granted to enter the ring, a person must be 
suitably attired and wear a hat at all times. 
 

e) A class is deemed to have commenced when an animal enters the ring, if the judge is then 
 present in the ring.  If the judge is not present, then the class shall commence when the 
 judge enters the ring.  
 
f) Exhibits will not be allowed into the ring after the ponies horses have been as ed to trot.  
 
g) Exhibitors are under the jurisdiction of the judge(s) until as ed to leave the line, after 
 rosettes have been presented.  Judges should consider behaviour at pri e giving and 
 should ta e action if appropriate.

  
h) All ridden classes are to be judged using a mar s system at Horse of the ear Show. The 
 details of how mar s are to be allocated can be found in the class specific information. 
 etails on mar ing system used in qualifying rounds to be found in the class specific 
 information. 

 
i) Mar s must be recorded in in  judges must not alter mar s unless in extreme circumstances, 

if the mar s are altered, the judge M ST sign the mar sheet and initial the alteration.  
 
j)  Mar  Sheets must not be displayed until the Championship of the specific Class es has been 

completed. 
 

) Judges have the right to alter placings if an animal misbehaves after the mar s have been 
 awarded.  

 
l) If a mista e in the mar s is discovered, even after dismissing a class, it M ST be corrected 
 and any qualification result amended.  
 
m) Where there are more than  entries forward, with the exception of the British Ridden 
 Heavy Horse where if there are more than  entries forward, in a ridden class the judges 
 should  

ii) Split the class into sections according to the circumstances on the day. 
iii) Each section is judged, and the mar s are not to be displayed at this point and no rosettes 

awarded. 
iv) For the final judging all horses ponies should be invited bac  into the ring and lined up in 

any order. o further show will be given. 
v) The highest placed animal (not already qualified) from the first three or five (dependant 

on the specific class ruling) in the final judging will qualify for Horse of the ear Show. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

a)   
i) Horse of the ear Show reserves the right in its absolute discretion to not appoint judges 

for Horse of the ear Show qualifiers and the Final. 
ii) Judges must ma e themselves fully conversant with the Rules and Recommendations of 

the  Association Society that they are members of, and Horse of the ear Show. 
iii) Judges who accept to judge at the Final of Horse of the ear Show will be as ed specifically 

to adhere to Rules (i) and (ii). The other rules apply to both the Final and the qualifying 
shows.  

 
F  H    Y  S  

i) wn, produce or exhibit any horse pony for any Horse of the ear Show qualifiers leading 
to the Championship class he she is judging at Horse of the ear Show in that year.

ii) Judge, own, produce or exhibit any horse pony in any competition ta ing place at Horse 
of the ear Show on the same day as he she is judging.  
 

 S   F  
 
i) Judge any horse pony under the ownership or production of any person for whom 

he she, his her partner or business partner has provided or obtained livery or had any 
other connection (business or otherwise) since st January of the preceding year. Stud 
fees and associated costs are exempt as per society guidelines. 

ii) Judge any horse pony that is or has been owned, bred, produced, trained, competed or 
exhibited by him her, immediate family, business partner or partner. ( B  roup teach
ins and demos are exempt) 

iii) Judge any rider handler who has shown a horse pony owned, produced or trained by 
him her since the st January of the preceding year. ( B  roup teach ins and demos are 
exempt) 

iv) Judge any horse pony owned or produced by a person from whom the judge has 
purchased horses ponies or to whom he she sold horses ponies since st January of the 
preceding year in which he she is judging. 

v) nderta e any judging appointment in the same season for open classes at an affiliated 
show, which are the same as the final which he she is judging at Horse of the ear Show.  

vi) Compete in any class and judge a H S qualifier or final at the same show, on the same 
day. This also includes immediate family. 
 

b) If a judge has reasonable grounds or belief that any section of the above rulings are being 
contravened, then the judge must as  the rider handler to leave the ring and the exhibit must 
withdraw.  

 
c) Judges may only accept to judge qualifying shows in accordance with the guidelines as set out 

in the class specific guidelines. Judges may judge an additional qualifier, if shows have been 
let down at short notice, providing the show as s the governing society in the first instance or 
Horse of the ear Show for approval. 

 



 
 

d) Judges will not ride ponies in Horse of the ear Show classes. 
 

e) In the event of a ride judge falling from an exhibit, they must not remount that exhibit in that 
class, that horse must be as ed to leave the ring and will not be allowed to compete further 
in that class.  In the event of a judge falling from an exhibit it is at that judge’s discretion as to 
whether they feel fit to continue judging. In the event of the judge not being fit to continue 
riding, a replacement judge may be found, or competitors will be as ed to do an individual 
show. The organisers retain the right to over ride a decision should they thin  the judge is un
fit to continue. 

 
f) It is strongly advised and considered good practise to carry this Rule Boo  when judging Horse 

of the ear Show qualifiers and championships. It is preferable to have a Rule Boo  for 
reference if any questions or problems on rules arise.  

 
g) It is the duty of all judges to understand and comply with these rules and to ensure they are 

fit and well to judge.  
 

h) Judges who fail to observe Horse of the ear Show Rules or whose conduct in any respect shall 
be, in the opinion of Horse of the ear Show, derogatory to the character or prejudicial to the 
interests of Horse of the ear Show, will be referred to the relevant overning 
Society Societies for action and will be dealt with in accordance their rules and disciplinary 
procedure, a copy of which will be lodged with the Horse of the ear Show office.  
 

i) Any judge currently involved in an investigation of whatsoever nature with a membership 
society may, at the discretion of ML, not be permitted to judge in H S qualifiers or at H S 
until the investigation has been resolved. 

 

In common with the showing societies and other similar organisations, randstand Media Limited 
ta es a very serious view of doping whether intentional or unintentional, having particular regard to 
the safety of people and the welfare of horses and or ponies All exhibitors riders owners producers 
should be aware that feeds and preparations contain Prohibited Substances as do many foods.   
 
It is the responsibility of the exhibitors riders owners producers having custody of a pony, particularly 
in the  hours prior to a show, to ensure that nothing is fed, administered or applied to a pony that 
contains a prohibited substance.  Ignorance is not an adequate defence. 

 
randstand Media Limited is not authorised to give guidance, however follows the latest Equine 

Prohibited Substances List “EPSL” and where appropriate the guidance on threshold levels as 
published by F d ration Equestre Internationale (‘FEI’).  More information is available on the FEI 
website under “Clean Sport for Horses” https inside.fei.org fei cleansport horses.  All substances 
on the list, whether indicated as ‘Banned’ or ‘Controlled, are prohibited substances under the Horse 
of the ear Show rules. 



 
 

a) Any competing horse or pony and any animal present at the show (whether or not competing) 
will be liable to ope Testing in accordance with the Rules and ope Testing procedure as laid 
down by any Society or governing body. Should Horse of the ear Show, at any time, be 
advised by any society or governing body that a positive dope test has been carried out and 
recorded against an animal, Horse of the ear Show may impose any or all of the following  

i) The horse pony concerned will be automatically disqualified and shall forfeit its placings, 
awards and pri e money. 

ii) The wner and or Producer of such Horse may be suspended from Horse of the ear 
Show for a period to be decided at ML discretion.  

iii) At the organisers discretion Horse of the ear Show may impose a fine of up to ,  
and order the wner and or Producer to bear all costs incurred. 
 

b) At Horse of the ear Show an official appointed by Horse of the ear Show shall determine 
which pony horse(s) should be tested. A refusal to submit a horse pony for dope testing shall 
constitute a breach of this Rule. 
 

c) If the objection shall be determined against the bjector, he shall also be liable to the Show 
for the amount of costs and expenses occasioned by the objection and the determination 
thereof, unless in the opinion of the rganisers who determine the objection there existed 
good and reasonable grounds for the objection, when they may order to the contrary. 

 
d) Any animal which provides a positive dope test will then be ineligible to compete at Horse of 

the ear Show. Any previous qualification for that year will be rescinded and any future 
qualification within that year will not stand. 
 

e) Any exhibitors riders owners producers or pony or horse that is suspended for any period of 
time as a result of any disciplinary action ta en by the society or governing body including but 
not limited to  the British Show Horse Association, Sport Horse Breeding of reat Britain, 
Coloured Horse and Pony Society, British Show Pony Society, ational Pony Society may not 
be able to compete in any Horse of the ear Show qualifier during the period of any such 
suspension unless randstand Media Limited, in its absolute discretion, decides otherwise 
after ma ing such investigations as it deems appropriate. 

 

We as  all H S people to carefully consider their use of social media, it is an individual’s responsibility 
to act with integrity and courtesy towards others. 

a) 
i) H S People and H S Person means  officers, staff, affiliated show organisers, 

exhibitors, riders, owners, producers, judges, stewards, sponsors, and all other 
volunteers, acting on behalf, connected with and associated with Horse of the ear Show  
and  



 
 

ii) Social Media means all forms of social media that exist now or may exist in the future, 
including but not limited to Faceboo , Twitter, Ti  To , ou Tube, Instagram, ine, Tumblr, 
Lin edIn, Wi ipedia, Flic r, MySpace, Pinterest, oogle  and all other social networ ing 
websites, all blogs and wi is, and all chat rooms and other internet forums. 
 

b) 
i) Horse of the ear Show ac nowledges the importance of the internet and Social Media 

sites such as Twitter, Faceboo , Ti  To , Lin ed In, and all other forms of electronic 
communication (whether existing now or in the future) and the role which “Social Media” 
plays in the day to day lives of H S People.  

ii) This Social Media and Internet Policy forms part of the general Rules and Regulations of 
Horse of the ear Show. All H S People are deemed to have consented to all the 
provisions thereof  

(a) in the case of exhibitors, riders, owners and producers, by submission of an entry 
to Horse of the ear Show or its qualifying rounds 

(b) in the case of officers, staff and all other volunteers, by the performance of their 
duties under their terms of employment or engagement  

(c) in the case of affiliated show organisers and sponsors, by their participation in the 
Horse of the ear Show  and 

(d) in the case of judges and stewards by the application for and acceptance of their 
respective roles, 

iii) This Social Media and Internet Policy relates to the use of Social Media by all H S People 
and is intended to remind H S People that the Rules of Horse of the ear Show apply 
when using Social Media and the Internet in so far as such use relates to or affects Horse 
of the ear Show, Horse of the ear Show qualifiers, H S People. This Policy applies to 
the use of Social Media for business purpose as well as personal use that may affect the 
Horse of the ear Show in any way. Failure to adhere to this Policy could lead to 
disciplinary action being ta en.  Civil and or criminal proceedings could also be bought 
against those in breach of this Policy where applicable.  
 

c) 
i) H S People should be aware that publication of information and comments on Social 

Media carries the same obligations as any other ind of publication and should follow the 
same ethical and legal standards.

ii) Horse of the ear Show logos, images, brand names, slogans, and or other trademar s 
are the subject of copyright and should not be copied or used in Social Media save as 
provided in the Horse of the ear Show website terms and conditions.

iii) H S People must ensure that any material that they transmit or post to Social Media is 
clearly stated to be their personal view and is not held out to be, or could be mista en as, 
the view of Horse of the ear Show. 

iv) H S People must not post or transmit any material which could damage the name or 
reputation of Horse of the ear Show, H S People or former H S People or which is 
derogatory to the character of or prejudicial to the interests of Horse of the ear Show. 

v) H S People must not post or transmit any material relating to Horse of the ear Show, 
H S People, former H S People, their horses ponies, or which could otherwise be 



 
 

associated with or which may reasonably be attributed as coming from Horse of the ear 
Show  

(a) that is threatening, defamatory, obscene, indecent, seditious, offensive, 
pornographic, abusive, liable to incite racial hatred, discriminatory, menacing, 
scandalous, inflammatory, blasphemous, in breach of confidence, in breach of 
privacy or which may cause annoyance, distress or inconvenience or  

(b) which constitutes or encourages conduct that would be in breach of Horse of the 
ear Show Rules, or constitutes a criminal offence, or which could give rise to civil 

liability, or otherwise be contrary to the laws of, or infringe the rights of any third 
party in the  or any other country in the world. 

vi) Any breach of this policy may constitute a breach of the Horse of the ear Show Rules and 
could also lead to civil and or criminal proceedings being brought against the H S Person 
or People who breach it.

 
d) Horse of the ear Show accepts no liability for legal breaches by H S People on Social Media.  

Content published by those associated with Horse of the ear Show are fully accountable for 
their own actions. All H S People hereby indemnify Horse of the ear show in respect of any 
loss, liability, costs (including reasonable legal costs), damages or expenses it may suffer as a 
result of any breach of the terms of this Policy. 
 

e) H S People should be aware that Horse of the ear Show reserves the right to monitor 
intercept and review, without further notice, Social Media postings and activities that include 
references to it and or its H S People or former H S People, to ensure that its rules and 
this Policy are being complied with and for legitimate purposes.  All H S People consent to 
such monitoring by their agreeing to abide by all the rules, codes and policies in this Horse of 
the ear Show rule boo .  Horse of the ear Show may remove posts, threads and any other 
form of submissions from its own Social Media sites which are in breach of this Policy without 
explanation and the H S person responsible could be liable for disciplinary action.   
 

f) All H S People consent to the processing of their personal data by Horse of the ear Show 
in connection with any Social Media site or content relating to Horse of the ear Show.  All 
data given upon entry of a Horse of the ear Show qualifier is stored on the randstand Entries 
System.  For full policy details please visit www.grandstandentries.com. 
 

g) Horse of the ear Show may require H S persons to remove postings, comments or any 
other submissions made using social media that are deemed to be in breach of this Policy.  
Failure to comply with such a request may result in disciplinary action. 
 

h) randstand Media Limited will not accept any form of criticism or complaint posted on any 
Social Media before it has been through the proper channels.   
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

ou should be aware that Horse of the ear Show will fully co operate with any law enforcement 
authorities or court order requesting or directing Horse of the ear Show to disclose the identity or 
locate anyone posting any material in breach of this policy.  If requested by the police or any other 
regulatory or government authority investigating suspected illegal activities, to provide your personal 
information, Horse of the ear Show is entitled to do so. 

 

a) At any Horse of the ear Show qualifying round, any complaint or appeal pertaining to the 
result of the qualification, should be lodged with the Equestrian Manager of randstand 
Media Ltd either by email to showsecretary hoys.co.u  , or by post to randstand Media Ltd, 
Stoneleigh Par , enilworth, Warwic shire, C  L . All objections must be accompanied by 
a deposit of  and be received within  wor ing days of the class.  

 
b) Horse of the ear Show is unable to accept objections involving Joint Measurement Board 

certificates. 
 

c) The objection shall be determined by the Appeals Committee, who may require and receive 
such evidence as they thin  fit and in particular may require the bjector or the Competitor 
in respect of which such objection was lodged to ma e a statutory declaration upon any 
question of fact concerning the matter of such objection. If the objection shall be determined 
against the bjector he she shall also be liable to randstand Media Ltd. for the amount of 
costs and expenses occasioned by the objection and the determination thereof, unless in the 
opinion of randstand Media Ltd. who determine the objection there existed good and 
reasonable grounds for the objection, when they may order to the contrary.  

 
d) randstand Media Ltd. reserve the right to forward any evidence received in relation to an 

bjection to the relevant overning Society Societies as they see fit.  
 

e) At Horse of the ear Show Final any objection or protest is to be lodged by obtaining a printed 
bjection Form from the Equestrian Manager at the Show which must be completed by and 

signed by the bjector and delivered to the Equestrian Manager for Showing competitions 
accompanied by a deposit of .  in cash within an hour after the results have been 
announced in the arena, in respect of which the objection is lodged.  

 
f) The objection shall be determined by the Appeals Committee who may require and receive 

such evidence as they thin  fit and in particular may require the bjector or the Competitor 
in respect of which such objection was lodged to ma e a statutory declaration upon any 
question of fact concerning the matter of such objection. If the objection shall be determined 
against the bjector he shall also be liable to the Show for the amount of costs and expenses 
occasioned by the objection and the determination thereof, unless in the opinion of the 

rganisers who determine the objection there existed good and reasonable grounds for the 
objection, when they may order to the contrary.



 
 

 

 
 

O NTAIN AND OORLAND RIDDEN PONY OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to stallions, mares and geldings, four years old and over, to be registered in, 
and complying with the showing requirements of, the main body of their respective stud boo s.  
Partbreds are not eligible to compete.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  
 
Additional Rules    

i) Ponies must not exceed the height limits as stipulated by the relevant Breed Societies.  
ii) Riders and wners must be members of their respective Breed Society, PS,  Ponies 

& Horses, The Showing Register or BSPS. 
iii) ualification will not pass below rd Place. 
iv) All Animals competing in classes will be required to be in 

possession of a current valid JMB height certificate within  days of the notification of 
qualification from H S or by the closing date of H S entries, whichever is sooner.  
Failure to do so may result in qualification of the pony being removed, at the discretion 
of ML. 

 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges for mixed classes may be selected from either the PS Mixed M&M panel, TSR H 

M&M panel, or  Horses & Ponies old and Platinum panels (Judges who are upgraded 
to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as of ctober  must be on the panel for 
two years before being eligible to judge H S qualifiers). 

ii) Any shows running single breed classes (including Breed Shows) may select judges from 
the appropriate Breed Panel. The show & freedom of action judge must be selected from 
a Ride panel. The breed type & conformation judge may be selected from either the Ride 
panel or the Conformation panel of the appropriate breed society.  

iii) Judges may only judge one qualifier of each breed section during the current year.  
iv) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Show, freedom of action    maximum 

Breed type and conformation   maximum  

In the case of equality, the pony with the highest show, freedom of action mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 
 

 



 
 

NIOR O NTAIN AND OORLAND RIDDEN PONY OF THE YEAR 

This class is open to mares and geldings, four years old and over, to be registered in, and complying 
with the showing requirements of, the main body of their respective stud boo s.  Partbreds are not 
eligible to compete.   
 
This class will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out within this rule boo . 
This class is divided into the two sections as follows  
Section A Small Breeds – pen to artmoor, Exmoor, Shetland, Welsh Section A or Welsh  
  Section B ponies.  Riders must not have attained their th birthday before the st 
  January in the current year. 
Section B  Large Breeds – pen to ew Forest, Connemara, Fells, ales, Highland, Welsh  
  Section C and Welsh Section  ponies.  Riders must have attained their th  
  birthday before the st January in the current year, and not have attained their th 
  birthday before the st January in the current year. 
 
The qualifying ponies will be the highest placed exhibit within the top three of the small breed qualifier 
and the highest placed exhibit within the top three of the large breed qualifier.   
 
Additional Rules    

i) Ponies must not exceed the height limits as stipulated by the relevant Breed Societies. 
ii) Riders and wners must be members of their respective Breed Society, PS,  Ponies 

& Horses, TSR, or BSPS.   
iii) ualification will not pass below rd place. 
iv) All Animals competing in classes will be required to be in 

possession of a current valid JMB height certificate within  days of the notification of 
qualification from H S or by the closing date of H S entries, whichever is sooner.  
Failure to do so may result in qualification of the pony being removed, at the discretion 
of ML. 
 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS Mixed M&M Panel, TSR ‘H’ M&M Panel or 

 Horses & Ponies old and Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant 
 Ponies & Horses panel as of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before 

being eligible to judge H S qualifiers). 
ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year. 
iii) Any shows running single breed classes (including Breed Shows) may select judges from 

the appropriate Breed Panel. The show & freedom of action judge must be selected from 
a Ride panel. The breed type & conformation judge may be selected from either the Ride 
panel or the Conformation panel of the appropriate breed society.  

iv) Judges must not judge both the M&M Lead Rein First Ridden Pony of the ear qualifier 
and the Junior M&M Pony of the ear qualifier at the same show.  

v) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  
 
Show, freedom of action    maximum  

Breed type and conformation   maximum  



 
 

In the case of equality, the pony with the highest show, freedom of action mar  will be 
deemed the winner.  If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final.   

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 
O NTAIN AND OORLAND LEAD REIN AND FIRST RIDDEN PONY OF THE YEAR

This competition is open to Mountain and Moorland mares and geldings four years old and over to be 
registered in, and complying with the showing requirements of, the main body of their respective Stud 
Boo s.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

The class is divided into the two sections as follows  

Section A Mountain and Moorland Lead Rein  Ponies not to exceed cm however ponies 
must also not exceed the height limits as stipulated by the relevant Breed Societies. 
Riders must have attained their rd birthday by the day of the competition, but must 
not have attained their th birthday before the st January in the current year.  

Section B Mountain and Moorland First Ridden  Ponies not to exceed cm however ponies 
must also not exceed the height limits as stipulated by the relevant Breed Societies. 
Riders must have attained their rd birthday by the day of competition, and not have 
attained their th birthday before the st January in the current year.  

Additional Rules    
i) Riders and wners must be members of their respective Breed Society, PS,  Ponies 

& Horses, TSR, or BSPS.   
ii) ualification will not pass below rd place. 
iii) All Animals competing in  will be required to be in 

possession of a current valid JMB height certificate within  days of the notification of 
qualification from H S or by the closing date of H S entries, whichever is sooner.  
Failure to do so may result in qualification of the pony being removed, at the discretion 
of ML. 

iv) 
 

Judging uidelines  
i. Judges may be selected from either the PS Mixed M&M Panel, BSPS HR  Panel, TSR H 

M&M Panel, or  Horses & Ponies old and Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded 
to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as of ctober  must be on the panel for 
two years before being eligible to judge H S qualifiers). 

ii. Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii. Any shows running single breed classes (including Breed Shows) may select judges from 

the appropriate Breed Panel. The show & freedom of action judge must be selected from 
a Ride panel. The breed type & conformation judge may be selected from either the Ride 
panel or the Conformation panel of the appropriate breed society. 



 
 

iv. Judges must not judge both the M&M Lead Rein First Ridden Pony of the ear qualifier 
and the Junior M&M Pony of the ear qualifier at the same show.   

v. Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Show, freedom of action    maximum 

Breed type and conformation   maximum  

In the case of equality, the pony with the highest show, freedom of action mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 
 

O NTAIN AND OORLAND OR ING H NTER PONY OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings stallions are permitted, excluding in Section A as riders 
have not attained their th birthday.  Ponies must be four years old and over, to be to be registered 
in and complying with the showing requirements of, the main body of their respective stud 
boo s.  Partbreds are not eligible to compete. 

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .

The class is divided into five sections and must run in the following order  
 
Section A Ponies not exceeding cm, riders must not have attained their th birthday 

before the st January in the current year.  
Section  B Ponies not exceeding cm 
Section C Ponies exceeding cm but not exceeding cm 
Section  Ponies exceeding cm but not exceeding cm 
Section E Ponies exceeding cm 
 
Additional Rules   

i) Ponies must not exceed the height limits as stipulated by the relevant Breed Societies. 
ii) Riders and wners must be members of their respective Breed Society, PS,  Ponies 

& Horses, TSR, or BSPS.   
iii) ualification will not pass below rd place. 
iv) Riders and ponies may compete in both section A and section B at H S qualifiers. 
v) nce a pony has qualified in either section A or section B it will no longer be eligible to 

compete in the section in which it has not qualified.  
vi) Ponies may not compete in both section A and section B at Horse of the ear Show, 

whichever section a pony qualifies in first will be the section it must compete in at the 
final.  

vii) All Animals competing in classes will be required to be in 
possession of a current valid JMB height certificate within  days of the notification of 
qualification from H S or by the closing date of H S entries, whichever is sooner.  
Failure to do so may result in qualification of the pony being removed, at the discretion 
of ML. 

viii) In the Championship of the Mountain and Moorland Wor ing Hunter Ponies, the Junior 
cm section must be galloped separately.  



 
 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS Mixed M&M Panel, BSPS HR  plus BSPS HW 

Panel, TSR H M&M Panel, or  Horses & Ponies old and Platinum Panels (Judges who 
are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as of ctober  must be on 
the panel for two years before being eligible to judge H S qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier in the current year and mar s must be awarded as 
follows  

(  MAR S)  

A  J MPI  P I TS    MAR S 

B  ST LE WHILE J MPI     MAR S  

(  MAR S) 

C  BREE  T PE & C F RMATI    MAR S  

 I I I AL SH W & MA ERS   MAR S 

Jumping noc  own   penalties 

First Refusal   penalties 

Second Refusal   penalties 

Third Refusal  Elimination 

Fall of Pony or Rider  isqualification  

Mountain & Moorland Wor ing Hunter ponies must jump a  fence trac . Please note the fence 
height guidelines shown below which must be enforced for each section.  Course Builders must be 
selected from a recognised Society panel (British Showjumping, British Eventing, BSPS or PS). 

In Section A (Junior cm Mountain & Moorland Wor ing Hunter Pony) the course of fences must 
contain only one double and no water tray. 

ot exc. cm (Junior) cm cm cm 

ot exc. cm cm cm cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. 
cm 

cm cm cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. 
cm 

cm cm cm 

Exc. cm cm cm cm 



 
 

At the final, the height and width of fences for the Mountain & Moorland Wor ing Hunter Pony classes 
may be increased by approximately cm  cm from the qualifying height.  This will be at the 
discretion of the Course Builder on the day.  

Please see guideline heights  

ot exc. cm (Junior) cm cm cm 

ot exc. cm  cm cm cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. 
cm 

cm cm cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. 
cm 

cm cm cm 

Exc. cm cm cm cm 

 

In the event of equality the T TAL MAR  from Phase  will ta e precedence, followed by the Individual 
Show & Manners Mar , and then the Breed Type & Conformation Mar .  

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office.

INTER EDIATE SHO  H NTER OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares or geldings  years old and over.  

This class will be run under the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

Additional Rules   
i) Animals exceeding cm but not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their 

th birthday before st January in the current year.   
ii) Horses must be registered with either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS.  
iii) Riders and wners must be members of either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
iv) ualification will not pass below th place. 
v) 

 

Judging uidelines. 
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS, BSPS, TSR, or  Horses & Ponies old and 

Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as 
of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before being eligible to judge H S 
qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year. 



 
 

iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Manners & Way of oing     Mar s Maximum 

Conformation, Type & Freedom of Action   Mar s Maximum 

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Manners & Way of oing mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

INTER EDIATE SHO  RIDING TYPE OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares or geldings,  years old and over.  

This class will run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  

Additional Rules
i) 
ii) Riders not to have attained their th birthday before st January in the current year. 
iii) Horses must be registered with either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
iv) Riders and wners must be members of either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
v) 
vi) 

Judging uidelines 
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS, BSPS, TSR, or  Horses & Ponies old and 

Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as 
of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before being eligible to judge H S 
qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Manners & Way of oing     Mar s Maximum 

Conformation, Type & Freedom of Action   Mar s Maximum 

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Manners & Way of oing mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 
 



 
 

CHILDREN’S RIDING PONY OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to ponies, four years old or over, mares and geldings.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  

This class will be divided into three sections as follows  

Section A  Ponies not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their th birthday before 
  st January in the current year. 

Section B  Ponies exceeding cm and not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their 
  th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Section C Ponies exceeding cm and not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their 
  th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Additional Rules   
i) Ponies must be registered with either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
ii) Riders and wners must be members of either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
iii) ualification will not pass below th place. 
iv) 

 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS, BSPS, TSR, or  Horses & Ponies old and 

Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as 
of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before being eligible to judge H S 
qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year. 
iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

 
Manners & Way of oing     Mar s Maximum 

Conformation, Type & Freedom of Action   Mar s Maximum 

In the case of equality, the pony with the highest Manners & Way of oing mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office 

INI SHO  PONY OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings four years old or over. These classes will be run in 
accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 



 
 

This class will be divided into two sections as follows  

Section A  First Ridden  Ponies not exceeding cm. Riders must have attained their rd  
  birthday by the day of the competition and not to have attained their th birthday 
  before st January in the current year. 

Section B  Lead Rein  Ponies not exceeding cm. Riders must have attained their rd  
  birthday by the day of the competition and not to have attained their th birthday 
  before st January in the current year. 

Additional Rules   
i) Ponies must be registered with either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
ii) Riders and wners must be members of either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
iii) ualification will not pass below th place. 
iv) 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS, BSPS, TSR, or  Horses & Ponies old and 

Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as 
of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before being eligible to judge H S 
qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way   

Manners & Way of oing     Mar s Maximum 

Conformation, Type & Freedom of Action   Mar s Maximum 

In the case of equality, the pony with the highest Manners & Way of oing mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

SHO  H NTER PONY OF THE YEAR 
 
This competition is open to mares and geldings four years old or over.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  

This class is divided into four sections as follows  

Section A  Ponies not exceeding . Riders not to have attained their th birthday before 
  st January in the current year. 



 
 

Section B  Ponies exceeding  and not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their 
  th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Section C Ponies exceeding cm and not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their 
  th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Section  Ponies exceeding cm and not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their 
  th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Additional Rules   
i) Ponies must be registered with either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
ii) Riders and wners must be members of either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
iii) ualification will not pass below th place. 
iv) 

 
Judging uidelines  

i) Judges may be selected from either the PS, BSPS, The Showing Register, or  Horses & 
Ponies old and Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & 
Horses panel as of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before being eligible 
to judge H S qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way   

Manners & Way of oing     Mar s Maximum 

Conformation, Type & Freedom of Action   Mar s Maximum 

In the case of equality, the pony with the highest Manners & Way of oing mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

LEAD REIN PONY OF H NTER TYPE OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings four years old or over.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .   

Additional Rules as   
i) Ponies not exceeding cm. Riders must have attained their rd birthday by the day of 

the competition and not to have attained their th birthday before st January in the 
current year.  

ii) bstacles will be used in the qualifying rounds and the final. 
iii) Ponies must be registered with either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 



 
 

iv) Riders and wners must be members of either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
v) ualification will not pass below th place. 
vi) 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS, BSPS, TSR, or  Horses & Ponies old and 

Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as 
of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before being eligible to judge H S 
qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way   

 

Manners & Way of oing     Mar s Maximum 
 

Conformation, Type & Freedom of Action   Mar s Maximum 
 

In the case of equality, the pony with the highest Manners & Way of oing mar  will be 
deemed the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will 
be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 
OR ING H NTER PONY OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings four years old or over. 

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  

This class is divided into four sections as follows  

Section A  Ponies not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their th birthday before 
  st January in the current year. 

Section B  Ponies exceeding cm and not exceeding cm. Riders not to have attained their 
  th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Section C Ponies exceeding cm and not exceeding cm.  Riders not to have attained  
  their th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Section  Intermediates exceeding cm and not exceeding cm, Riders not to have  
  attained their th birthday before st January in the current year. 

Additional Rules   
i) Ponies may enter only for Section C R Section  above (not both).  
ii) Ponies must be registered with either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
iii) Riders and wners must be members of either PS,  Ponies & Horses, TSR, or BSPS. 
iv) ualification will not pass below th place. 



 
 

v) 

Jumping Course uidelines  
Wor ing Hunter ponies must jump a  fence trac . Please note the fence height guidelines shown 
below which must be enforced for each section. Course Builders must be selected from a recognised 
Society panel (British Showjumping, British Eventing, BSPS or PS). 
 

ot exc. cm cm cm cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. cm cm cm cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. cm cm  cm cm 

Intermediate  cm cm cm 

 
The height and width of fences for the Wor ing Hunter Pony classes may be increased by 
approximately cm  cm from the qualifying height at the final.  This will be at the discretion of the 
Course Builder on the day. Please see guideline heights  
 

 

ot exc. cm cm  cm  cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. cm cm  cm cm 

Exc. cm but not exc. cm cm cm cm 

Intermediate  cm cm cm 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges may be selected from either the PS, BSPS, TSR, or  Horses & Ponies old and 

Platinum Panels (Judges who are upgraded to the relevant  Ponies & Horses panel as 
of ctober  must be on the panel for two years before being eligible to judge H S 
qualifiers). 

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year. 
iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

      (  MAR S)   

A  J MPI  P I TS      MAR S 

B  ST LE WHILE J MPI       MAR S  



 
 

      (  MAR S)  

C  C F RMATI , T PE A  FREE M F ACTI   MAR S  

 MA ERS & WA  F I      MAR S 

Jumping noc  own   penalties 

First Refusal   penalties 

Second Refusal   penalties 

Third Refusal  Elimination 

Fall of Pony or Rider  isqualification 

In the event of equality the T TAL MAR  from Phase  will ta e precedence, followed by 
the MA ERS Mar , and then the C F RMATI , T PE and FREE M F ACTI  
MAR . 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

RIDDEN PART RED PONY OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to stallions, mares or geldings  years old and over, registered within one or 
more of the following stud boo s  

The Partbred or Anglo Arab section of the Arab Horse Society with a minimum of .  Arab blood.  

The Partbred section of the Welsh Pony & Cob Stud Boo s with a minimum of .  Welsh blood.  

The Partbred section of the artmoor Pony Stud Boo  with a minimum of .  artmoor blood.  

The Partbred section of the British Connemara Stud Boo  with a minimum of  Connemara blood.  

The Partbred section of the ew Forest Pony Stud Boo  with a minimum of  ew Forest blood.  

This class will be run under the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

Additional Rules   
i) Animals must not exceed cm and 

   
ii) A copy of the pony’s passport, showing its registration or overstamping with either the 

AHS, WPCS, PS, BCPS or FPB&CS must be logged with randstand Media Ltd prior to 
entry in any qualifying round. 

iii) All ponies must be shown plaited and in tac  appropriate to type. Riders are permitted to 
wear tweed or navy jac ets.  

iv) Riders and wners must be members of either PS, TSR,  Horses & Ponies, BSPS, 
CHAPS, AHS, WPCS, PS, BCPS or FPB&CS  



 
 

v) Riders can be of any age with the exceptions of those riding stallions who must have 
obtained their th birthday before the st January in the current year. 

vi) ualification will not pass below th place. 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges may be selected from ridden plaited pony panels of the PS, TSR,  Horses & 

Ponies, BSPS, and the appropriate panels of CHAPS, AHS, WPCS, artmoor, Connemara 
and ew Forest.  

ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year. 
iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Performance      Mar s Maximum 

Conformation, Movement & uality   Mar s Maximum 

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Performance mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 

 

A I CO  OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings, four years old or over, that must be registered with 
the British Show Horse Association. 

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  

Additional Rules   
i) Horses must exceed cms.  
ii) All Riders, wners and Producers must be Members of the British Show Horse 

Association. 
iii) Horses must be registered with the British Show Horse Association. 
iv) ualification will not pass below th place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 

Championship Show. 
v) 

 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from the BSHA Full Judges Panel only.  
ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Ride    maximum 

Conformation   maximum  



 
 

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

CO  OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings, four years old or over, that must be registered with 
the British Show Horse Association. 

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  

Additional Rules   
i) Lightweight Cob must exceed cms but not exceed cms, to be capable of carrying 

up to  stone. 
ii) Heavyweight Cob must exceed cms but not exceed cms, to be capable of carrying 

more than  stone. 
iii) All Riders, wners and Producers must be Members of the British Show Horse 

Association. 
iv) Horses must be registered with the British Show Horse Association. 
v) ualification will not pass below th place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 

Championship Show. 
vi) 

 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from the BSHA Full Judges Panel only.  
ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two appointments 

must be a minimum of  miles apart.  
iii) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Ride    maximum 

Conformation   maximum  

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

RIDING HORSE OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings, four years old or over, that must be registered with 
the British Show Horse Association. 

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo .  

Additional Rules   
i) Small Riding Horse must exceed cms but not exceed cms.  



 
 

ii) Large Riding Horse must exceed cms. 
iii) All Riders, wners and Producers must be Members of the British Show Horse 

Association. 
iv) Horses must be registered with the British Show Horse Association. 
v) ualification will not pass below th place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 

Championship Show. 
vi) 

 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from the BSHA Full Judges Panel only.  
ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two appointments 

must be a minimum of  miles apart.  
iii) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Ride    maximum 

Conformation   maximum  

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 

HAC  OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares and geldings, four years old or over, that must be registered with 
the British Show Horse Association. 

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 
 
Additional Rules   

i) Small Hac  must exceed cms but not exceed cms. 
ii) Large Hac  must exceed cms but not exceed cms. 
iii) All Riders, wners and Producers must be Members of the British Show Horse 

Association. 
iv) Horses must be registered with the British Show Horse Association. 
v) ualification will not pass below th place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 

Championship Show. 
vi) 

 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from the BSHA Full Judges Panel only.  



 
 

ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two appointments 
must be a minimum of  miles apart.  

iii) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Ride    maximum 

Conformation   maximum  

Show    maximum 

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 
 

LADIES’ SIDE SADDLE HORSE OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to mares or geldings,  years old or over, exceeding cm, to be ridden side 
saddle by a lady.  

This class will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

Additional Rules   
i) wners, riders and producers must be members of the British Show Horse Association 

(BSHA), The Showing Register (TSR) or Sport Horse Breeding B (SHB ( B)), and all horses 
must be registered with the BSHA, TSR or SHB ( B).  

ii) Exhibits will be required to gallop extend together during the o Round phase. 
iii) ualification will not pass below th place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 

Championship show. 
iv) 

Judging uidelines  
i) Ride judges must be selected from the BSHA Hunter and Show Horse Side Saddle Ride 

panel and conformation judges must be on all BSHA panels. 
ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two appointments 

must be a minimum of  miles apart. 
iii) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way  

Ride    maximum 

Conformation   maximum  

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

 ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 



 
 

SHO  H NTER OF THE YEAR 

For hunters, mares or geldings,  years old or over, to be ridden.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

This class will be divided into three sections as follows  

Section A Lightweight hunter, mare or gelding,  years old or over, capable of carrying up to  
stone lbs 

Section B Middleweight hunter, mare or gelding,  years old or over, capable of carrying from 
 stone lbs to  stone 

Section C Heavyweight hunter, mare or gelding,  years old or over, capable of carrying more 
than  stone 

Additional Rules  
i) wners, riders and producers must be members of the British Show Horse Association 

(BSHA), The Showing Register (TSR) or Sport Horse Breeding B (SHB ( B)), and all horses 
must be registered with the BSHA, TSR or SHB ( B).  

ii) Entries in this class may not compete in the Small Show Hunter of the ear, and vice versa.  
iii) ualification will not pass below th place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 

Championship Show. 
iv) Competitors must enter their horses in the appropriate sections, but section A will be 

judged first, and the judges shall have the power to transfer exhibits to section B or C if 
they deem it necessary. 

Judging uidelines  

i) Judges must be selected from one of the following panels  the BSHA Hunter panel or 
.  

ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two appointments 
must be a minimum of  miles apart. For these purposes  

Ridden Hunter and Wor ing Hunter classes are to be counted separately  and overseas 
shows are not included. 

iii) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way   

Ride    maximum 

Conformation   maximum  

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 



 
 

OR ING H NTER OF THE YEAR 

For Wor ing Hunters, any weight, mares, geldings or stallions (competing stallions must have a red, 
white and blue ribbon displayed in their tail) four years old or over, exceeding cm, to be ridden.  

This class will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

Additional Rules  
i) Any horse which has qualified as a rade A Show Jumper or Advanced Event Horse as at 

st January in the current year is not eligible to compete in Wor ing Hunter classes.   
ii) wners, riders and producers must be members of the British Show Horse Association 

(BSHA), The Showing Register (TSR) or Sport Horse Breeding B (SHB ( B)), and all horses 
must be registered with the BSHA, TSR or SHB ( B).  

iii) ualification will not pass below rd place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 
Championship show. 

iv) If there are two Wor ing Hunter Classes, i.e. a Lightweight and Heavyweight Class, then 
there must be a Championship Class to determine which horse qualifies. Both classes will 
be jumped over the same course and height. When judging the Championship, Judges 
will use the mar s they have already allocated as a guide. The Championship is only open 
to the first and second pri e winners in the light and heavyweight Wor ing Hunter classes 
respectively. The four horses forward in the Wor ing Hunter Championship must all be 
placed as any one of the top three could be eligible for H S qualification. 

v) H S LI HTWEI HT W R I  H TER – Mare, gelding or stallion,  years old and over, 
capable of carrying  stone lbs and under. Small Hunters to be included in this category.  
H S HEA WEI HT W R I  H TER – Mare, gelding or stallion,  years old and over, 
capable of carrying over  stone lbs. Middleweight Hunters to be included in this 
category. Failure to jump in the correct section will result in elimination. 

vi) At qualifier the fences will not exceed . m ( ft ins) in height, there should be a 
minimum of  fences and a maximum of  fences.  The course must contain a 
combination and should contain a water tray.  This class will be judged in two parts. Part 

ne (Jumping) will be judged first, without a jump off. All clear rounds and any other 
horses the judges may require will go forward to the next part.  

vii) At the Final of Horse of the ear Show fences will not exceed . m in height. 
viii) A rider can ride up to two horses in the jumping phase but then must select only one 

horse to ta e forward into the ride and conformation section if so required (no change of 
rider is allowed).  

ix) At the final of Horse of the ear Show, the horse rider combination must be declared no 
later than thirty minutes before the scheduled start time of the class. o change of rider 
will be allowed once this declaration has been made. 

x) 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from one of the following panels  the BSHA Hunter Panel 

.  



 
 

ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two 
appointments must be a minimum of  miles apart. For these purposes  

Ridden Hunter and Wor ing Hunter classes are to be counted separately  and overseas 
shows are not included. 

iii) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

     (  MAR S)   

A  J MPI  P I TS   MAR S 

B  ST LE WHILE J MPI    MAR S  

   (  MAR S)  

C  C F RMATI    MAR S  

 RI E     MAR S 

Course Builders must be selected from a recognised Society panel (British Showjumping, 
British Eventing, BSPS or PS). 

Jumping noc  own   Faults 

First Refusal   Faults  

Second Refusal   Faults  

Third Refusal  Elimination 

Fall of Horse or Rider  Elimination 

Landing with Forefeet in water   Faults   

In the event of equality the C F RMATI  MAR  from Phase II will ta e precedence, 
followed by the RI E MAR ,  and then the ST LE MAR . 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

S ALL SHO  H NTER OF THE YEAR 

For Small Hunters, mare or gelding,  years old or over, exceeding cm and not exceeding cm, 
to be ridden.  

This class will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

Additional Rules  
i) wners, riders and producers must be members of the British Show Horse Association 

(BSHA), The Showing Register (TSR) or Sport Horse B (SHB ( B)) and all horses must be 
registered with the BSHA, TSR or SHB ( B). 

ii) Entries in this Class may not compete in the Show Hunter of the ear, and vice versa. 



 
 

iii) ualification will not pass below th place, with the exception of the BSHA ational 
Championship show. 

iv) 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from one of the following panels, the BSHA Hunter Panel or 

.   
ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two appointments 

must be a minimum of  miles apart. For these purposes  

Ridden Hunter and Wor ing Hunter classes are to be counted separately  and overseas 
shows are not included. 

iii) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way   

Ride    maximum 

Conformation   maximum  

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office.

   

RIDDEN P RE RED ARA  OF THE YEAR 

pen to horses qualified in open ridden classes at a qualifying show in .  

wners of qualified horses must be members of the Arab Horse Society and the horse registered in 
their owner’s name. The exhibitor must have purchased an AHS  card displaying the name of the 
horse.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

This class will be divided into three sections as follows  

Section A  Ridden Purebred Arab elding 

Section B  Ridden Purebred Arab Stallion 

Section C Ridden Purebred Arab Mare 

The qualifying horse will be the highest placed exhibit within the Championship of the separate mare, 
stallion and gelding sections. The exhibit must not have previously qualified. If a rider has qualified 
more than one horse, that rider will be allowed, if they wish, to exchange horses and ride each horse 
for its individual display. A groom is allowed into the ring to hold the horse whilst it is not being ridden.  



 
 

Additional Rules  
i) ualification will not pass below th place in the Championship. 

 The six horses forward in the Championship must all be placed as any one of the six could   
be eligible for H S qualification.

Method of Judging at the final  
i) The section will be split into two halves, one half will remain for one judge to ride the 

exhibits, while at the same time the other half will be judged for conformation, action in 
hand, soundness and type.  

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from the appropriate Arab Horse Society List of Judges. 
ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii) It is preferential for separate judges to be used for the ridden and conformation sections.  
iv) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way.  ualifiers should be mar ed in 

the following way  

  Ride    maximum 
 

Conformation   maximum  
 
 

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest Conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 

This competition is open to mares, geldings CHAPS ( ) graded stallions are permitted
. Ponies must be four years old or over, to be registered in, and complying with the showing 

requirements of, the main body of the stud boo s of the Coloured Horse and Pony Society CHAPS ( ) 
or the Traditional ypsy Cob Association (T CA).  Stallions are required to wear CHAPS ( ) stallion 
discs in order to compete.   

All Riders and owners must be Members of the Coloured Horse and Pony Society, The Showing 
Register or the Traditional ypsy Cob Association.  

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

This class will be divided into  sections,   

Section B            Ridden on ative Ponies up to and including cm 

Section C            Ridden on ative Horses exceeding cm 

Section             Ridden ative Cob Traditional Ponies up to and including cm 

Section E            Ridden ative Cob Traditional Horses exceeding cm 



 
 

Additional Rules   

i) Animals must be blac  and white or white and any other colour with a patch of naturally 
occurring white coat above the level of the stifle or elbow, excluding any face 
mar ings.    Any white mar ing below this does not qualify. Manes and tails may also be 
white or have white in them. Solid colours, appaloosa or spotted animals with belly 
mar ings do not qualify.  

ii) o spurs when ridden by a junior rider or by any rider competing in the pony sections 
( on ative not exceeding cm, ative Cob Trad not exceeding cm) 

iii) 
iv) 

v) 

vi) ualification will not pass below th place. 
vii) All horses ponies must be produced for the finals in the same type category to which they 

qualified. 
viii) In the Championship of the Coloured Horse and Pony the Junior section must be galloped 

separately  
ix) For height restricted classes they will be required to be in possession of a current valid 

JMB height certificate within  days of the notification of qualification from H S or by 
the closing date of H S entries, whichever is sooner.   

x) Failure to comply with any of the rules will result in the forfeit of the qualifying place. 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from the CHAPS ( ) Horse of the ear Show panel or the TSR 

Coloured H panel    
ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iii) Judges have the option to either pull exhibits into line or to have a ‘no pull’ system of 

exhibits into the preliminary line up. 
iv) Mar s must be awarded in the following way  

 
Ride, Manners, Way of oing             maximum 
 
Conformation and Type                      maximum  

In the case of equality, the horse with the highest ride performance mar  will be deemed 
the winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

INIAT RE HORSE OF THE YEAR  

All exhibits must be registered with the British Miniature Horse Society.   

Exhibitors, owners and handler must be current members of the BMHS and have paid the appropriate 
BMHS  Showing Levy.  This class will be divided into three sections as follows  

Section A  Licenced Registered Stallions.  
   ear lds not to exceed cm   ear lds and over not to exceed cm 

Section B Registered Mares & eldings. 
   ear lds not to exceed cm   ear lds and over not to exceed cm 

Section C  Registered oungstoc   &  ear ld Colts, Fillies and eldings.  
  earlings not to exceed cm   ear lds not to exceed cm 

The qualifying horse will be the highest placed exhibit within the Championship of the separate 
stallion, mare gelding and youngstoc  sections. 

These classes will be run in accordance with the general rules as set out in this rule boo . 

Additional Rules   
i) Handlers under the age of  must wear a correctly secured British Standard S ull 

Cap Riding Hat that meets current Safety Standards. 
ii) earlings and Two ear lds must not be bitted.  Stallions  years old and over may be 

bitted.  Suitable Snaffle bits only. 
iii) Measuring will only ta e place at designated measuring venues and dates. It is the 

responsibility of the wner  Handler to ensure horses are measured.  
iv) ualification will not pass below th place.
v) The six horses forward in the Championship must all be placed as any one of the six could 

be eligible for H S qualification. 

Judging uidelines  
i) Judges must be selected from the British Miniature Horse Society panel. 
ii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  

RITISH RIDDEN HEA Y HORSE OF THE YEAR 

This competition is open to purebred mares, geldings and stallions  years old and over that are 
registered in the main British Stud Boo s of the Shire, Clydesdale, Suffol  or British Percheron Society 
at the time of qualification. Partbreds are not eligible to compete.   
 
All Riders and wners must be Members of either the Shire Horse Society, The Clydesdale Horse 
Society, The Suffol  Horse Society or British Percheron Horse Society.  
 
This class will be run in accordance with the British Ridden Heavy Horse Society guidelines, which for 
the avoidance of doubt will be considered rules for Horse of the ear Show and its qualifiers, however 
the general rules as set out within this ruleboo  will ta e precedence. 
 



 
 

Additional Rules  
i) ualification will not pass below th place. 
ii) Horses will be required to gallop at the final.  
iii) Riders of stallions must have obtained their th Birthday before st January in the current 

year.   
iv) Horses must be entered in the name and ownership they are registered. 
v) Horses should be turned out in a traditional manner as per their breed society rules, 

flights standings are not permitted. 
vi) For Clydesdale horses, they are to hold a Clydesdale Horse Society passport with full 

pedigree details, stallions and mares are to appear in the main section of the Clydesdale 
Horse stud boo .  eldings are to have appeared as produce of their dam if they have not 
been issued with a Clydesdale Horse Society Passport. 

Judging uidelines  
i) Ride judges may be selected from the BSHA full judge’s panel or one of the appropriate 

Heavy Horse Breed Panels (Suffol  Horse Society, Clydesdale Horse Society, The Shire 
Horse Society and The British Percheron Horse Society). 

ii) Conformation judge to be selected from those on one or more of the appropriate Heavy 
Horse Breed Panels (Suffol  Horse Society, Clydesdale Horse Society, The Shire Horse 
Society and The British Percheron Horse Society). 

iii) Judges may only judge one qualifier during the current year.  
iv) At the final mar s must be awarded in the following way. ualifiers should be mar ed in 

the following way  

Ride      maximum  
 
Breed type and conformation   maximum  
In the case of equality, the horse with the highest conformation mar  will be deemed the 
winner. If there still be equality at this point, then the judges’ decision will be final. 

 
ualification will be verified by the Horse of the ear Show office. 

DRI EN HEA Y HORSE OF THE YEAR CHA PIONSHIP  

This competition is open to mares and geldings that are Heavy Horses of draught type, four years old 
and over. Breeds to include, but not limited to Shires, Clydesdale, Percheron, Suffol  Punch and 
Belgian raught.  
All rivers and wners must be Members of either the Shire Horse Society, The Clydesdale Horse 
Society, The Suffol  Horse Society, British Percheron Horse Society or The Showing Register. 

Single Horse to be driven in a two wheeled show cart, rivers to have obtained their th birthday 
by the st of January in the current year. 

This class will run in accordance with the Horse of the ear Show Ruleboo .  

Additional Rules   
i) ualification will not pass below th place.  
ii) Horses must be entered in the name and ownership they are registered.  



 
 

iii) To be driven in chrome harness and pea  collars or English harness to suit the cart, brass 
harness and short top collars allowed.  

iv) Carts must only be two wheeled and single driven.  
v) This is not a turnout class  aprons, spares and lamps are not required.  

 
Judging uidelines   

i) Judge to be selected from those on one or more of the appropriate Heavy Horse Breed 
Panels (Suffol  Horse Society, Clydesdale Horse Society, The Shire Horse Society and The 
British Percheron Horse Society) or to be approved by randstand.  

ii) Judges may only judge two qualifiers during the current year and these two 
appointments must be a minimum of  miles apart. 
 

 

S PRE E IN HAND HORSE PONY OF THE YEAR 

The objective of the competition is to find the supreme light horse or pony in hand champion of the 
year, irrespective of breed or type. 

The Champion of each light horse pony section will be eligible to compete, provided it has not already 
won a qualifying round in . 

If the Champion has already qualified or is ineligible, then the reserve champion of that section may 
come forward, provided it has not already qualified and is eligible.  If both Champion and Reserve 
Champion have already qualified or are ineligible then the section will not be represented in this 
qualifying round.   

All classes are open to Stallions, earlings,  year olds,  year olds, broodmares and barren mares only.  
Broodmares must be with foal at foot or a relevant certificate of pregnancy. Mares which have not yet 
foaled or that have lost their foals are eligible to enter with a relevant certificate of pregnancy for the 
following year.  Foal champions are not eligible. 

Each section represented must consist of a minimum of two classes and a Championship. There will 
be no direct entry into Supreme In hand Championship ualifier, all animals must be a section 
champion. 

In the event of a horse pony having been awarded more than one section Championship at this show, 
that horse pony will represent both all sections and the qualification will not pass down to the 
Reserve in the nd and subsequent sections.  

Judges must not judge a Supreme In Hand Championship qualifier more than once every two years.     

The Championship at Horse of the ear Show will be split into two sections as below  

Section A  Supreme In Hand, exhibits up to and including cm 

Section B  Supreme In Hand, exhibits exceeding cm 
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